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BRIMFIELD CONSERVATION COMMISSION

MEETING 4/10/2012 @ 7:30 PM
Members Present: Matt Toth, Ian Lynch, Roger deBruyn, Joe Collins, Lee Goodspeed
Meeting Opens: 7:50 PM – Ian Lynch
7:50 PM Public Inquiry: Sue Gregory, Hitchcock Academy DEP # 117-0311
Sue Gregory, from the Hitchcock Academy, attended the meeting to purpose changes to the orientation of the new sidewalk at the Hitchcock.  The changes are within the scope of the approved project and hold the same footprint, the sidewalk is just moved 64” to the north in order to line up with cross walk and handicap ramp.  A condition of the Order of Conditions (OOC) was to notify the board of any changes and Ms. Gregory wanted to be in compliance with the conditions and make the changes official.  The board notified Ms. Gregory that we cannot amend closed OOC, but we can issue a letter stating the commission was notified and changes were approved.
Motion made by Roger deBruyn at 7:55 PM that Ms. Gregory informed the Brimfield Conservation Commission on changes to the plans for the Hitchcock Academy and no further filling is needed

Motion seconded by Matt Toth

No further discussion – vote taken – 4 yes 0 no 1 abstain

Motion Carries
7:56 PM Public Hearing: NOI Kerri Polakowski DEP # 117-0318 – Septic – Continued

Kerri Polakowski attended the meeting with her husband, Anthony Polakowski.  They presented their revised plans to include a three tier retaining wall at the location of the current silt fence. The commission believed this would be beneficial for the surrounding wetlands because it would stabilize the slope and prevent further erosion.  The Polakowski’s notified the board all work would be completed by hand, with no use of equipment.

Motion made by Lee Goodspeed at 8:00 PM to accept the plans as presented under the condition that all work be done by hand with no use of equipment. 

Motion seconded by Matt Toth

Further Discussion: The new approved plan supersedes any older plans, including the one approved through the RDA.  If any additional changes are to be made, the Polakowski’s will file an additional NOI.  Furthermore, it will be the responsibility of the Polakowski’s to send a revised NOI with the addition of the retaining wall to the DEP.
No further discussion – vote taken at 8:03 PM – 5 yes 0 No 0 Abstain

Motion Carries
Hearing Closes
8:04 PM Public Hearing: NOI Duane Adams DEP # 117-3016 – Home Construction - Continued
Mark Farrell attended the meeting as the representative for Mr. Adams.  He informed the BCC they received BOH approval; there are no resource impacts, no stream crossings and no filling of any wetlands.  The wetlands themselves are in a narrow strip to the side of the property and proper erosion controls will be in place.  Questions were raised if the house could be moved up from the wetlands and why it was proposed so close to the wetlands to begin with.  Mr. Farrell assured the board the construction is occurring 75’ from the wetlands and a maybe perennial stream.  After completing several perks of the property the house was situated in the best location possible.
Motion made by Joe Collins to close the hearing at 8:20 PM
Motion seconded by Matt Toth
No further discussion – vote taken – 3 yes 0 no 2 abstain

Motion Carries
Hearing Closes
8:22 PM Public Hearing: NOI James Hopkins DEP # 117-0310 – Septic – Ian Lynch Opens 
Joe Collins recues himself from the meeting to attend as an abutter.

Brimfield Board of Health has issued an approved a septic plan for Mr. Hopkins for a single family residents.  Mr. Hopkins was informed that if he changes the used of the dwelling he will have to re-file.  The septic tank now falls within the same parcel/plot and is 200” from the house.  The one concern raised by the BOH was the location of the well, which they moved.  The well was not in the original plans and will need to be addressed in the Order of Conditions.
Motion made by Lee Goodspeed to close the hearing at 8:47 PM
Motion seconded by Roger deBruyn 
No further discussion – vote taken – 3 yes 0 no 1 abstain

Motion Carries
Hearing Closes
8:53 PM Public Hearing: NOI James Hopkins DEP # 117-0317 – Parking Lot – Ian Lynch Opens

Joe Collins recues himself from the meeting to attend as an abutter.

Jim Hopkins attended the meeting with his representative Seth Lajoie to present plans to clear the property on Route 20 in order to construct a parking lot for the flea market.  The plan would be to clear and flatten the entire area; leaving the stumps in the ground but grinding them down and filling the area over with gravel.  The total area to be altered is 1.3 acres, with a 28’ boundary all around the property as an erosion control barrier.  The work proposed is in buffer zone area only, not in a resource area.

The commissioners were unclear on the plan dimensions and requested that Mr. Lajoie clearly defines the dimensions on the plan.  Though Mr. Lajoie flagged the wetlands, the commissioners wish to conduct a site visit in order to agree upon the new delineations for the property.  It was requested the wetland boundaries be clearly identified so one could walk the boundary and see exactly where the wetlands are.  A sit visit is scheduled for Saturday April 21, 2012 @ 9am
Motion made by Lee Goodspeed at 9:46 PM to continue the hearing to 7:50 PM on Tuesday April 24, 2012

Motion seconded by Roger deBruyn
No further discussion – vote taken – 4 yes 0 no 0 abstain

Motion Carries
Mr. Hopkins inquired about what he could do without a permit and was instructed that no work is to begin until a valid order of conditions is in place.  Any work done prior to a valid OOC will be in violation of the WPA and addressed as such.
9:50 PM Violation: Richard Cayer 59/61 Haynes Hill Road

Richard Cayer attended tonight meeting, with environmental consultant Glenn E. Krevosky of EBT Environmental, Mr. Godin from Godin’s Land Clearing, and neighbor Kenneth Edwards.  Mr. Cayer again supplied evidence of the three written requests for extensions on his OOC sent to BCC with no response.  Mr. Krevosky has spoken with Mark Stinson from the DEP and was informed that if the commission decided to issue an extension at this time, the DEP would accept it.

The purpose of the meeting tonight is to receive an update on the erosion controls put in place and to determine the intent of the plans for the property.  The site had been stabilized with hay bales and siltation fences.  The hay bales, composed of 100% pure local timothy, were installed on site in three different locations.  Additionally, the wetlands are in the process of being flagged.  Originally, there were 85 wetland flags, now there are 52.  Mr. Krevosky is in the process of finishing the flagging, which should be completed by the end of the week.  Mr. Krevosky did state that in order to finish delineating the wetlands the area must be cleared to place the flags.  Mr. Krevosky further argued that in order to restore the damaged wetlands, more debris needs to be removed.  Lee Goodspeed viewed this as an attempt to go in and finish the logging, not restore the wetlands.
Mr. Krevosky proposed a new plan, which would cut the amount of wetlands alterations in half, going from four stream crossings to two.  The main issue present was determining endangered species habitat present on the site.  There are two vernal pools in close proximity to the work area, but NHESP polygons show the work is out of the range of priority habitat.  Lee Goodspeed requested that we get Lauren Glorioso, of NHESP, to come out and re-evaluate the endangered species habitat on file on site.  A letter will be sent to Ms. Glorioso requesting the location of priority habitat on Haynes Hill Road.
The other main issue with the work previously completed on site is the stream crossings in place are illegal.  They are substandard crossings at best, which may be adequate for a logging operation but are not for the WPA.  A question was raised about what could be done to bring the crossings up to standards.  Mr. Krevosky informed the board that the first crossing is not even in a wetland.  Mr. Cayer’s property is a highly transitional lot, with a wide mix of soils, so one needs to look at the vegetation and soils to accurately delineate the wetlands.
A site visit is scheduled for Saturday April 21, 2012 at 10 AM with Mr. Cayer and Mr. Krevosky.  No work, no anything is to be permitted until the site visit is complete.  

At the end of the meeting Mr. Krevosky hand delivered an RDA for Mr. Kenneth Edwards.  His site is directly behind Mr. Cayer’s.  The RDA is for land clearing of tornado damaged trees.  Mr. Cayer additionally asked if he could continue clearing, in order to make clear an access path the Mr. Edwards property.  His request was denied.

11:24 PM Sign Payable Voucher: Mileage Reimbursement 

Motion made by Matt Toth to sign the payable voucher in the amount of $66.00 for the reimbursement of mileage, to and from the MACC conference, at Holy Cross College in Worcester, MA on Saturday March 3, 2012; $30 for Lee Goodspeed for 54.2 mi and $36 for Angela Panaccione for 64 mi.
Motion seconded by Joe Collins

No further discussion – vote taken – 5 yes 0 no 0 abstain

Motion Carries
11:26 PM Sign Payroll   

Motion made by Roger deBryun to sign payable voucher for Angela Panaccione in the amount of $567.00 for 36 hours.  $315.00 from account 01-0171-5114 and $252.00 from account 14-0171-4382 for the pay period of 3/25/2012 to 4/7/2012.  

Motion seconded by Joe Collins
No further discussion – vote taken – 5 yes 0 no 0 abstain

Motion Carries

11:40 PM: Ciesla Forest Cut
We have received an additional complaint from Jeff Millard, of 96 Apple Road, this morning about the Ciesla cut/violation.  We also received conditions from Sturbridge Conservation that they issued for the portion of the property located in Sturbridge.  It was recommended to relay the complaint to the forester on file, Doug Hutchison.  A letter will be sent to Mr. Hutchison requesting the status of the cut, informing him of the history of the site, and informing him of what has transpired at the site previously.  It would also be good to include that the property has a previous filling for development (DEP # 117-284). 
11:47 PM: Budget Request

It was at the request of the Brimfield Finance Committee that all town boards and offices re-evaluate their budget requests and see if any reductions are possible.  It was agreed upon by the commission to continue with our current request.

11:50 PM: ExxonMobil Pipeline Maintenance

Angela Panaccione met with Mark Lovejoy from Roux Associates to review the current plans for the maintenance of the pipeline.  There are two stream fills in order to cover the exposed pipes and ensure the integrity of the pipeline.
Meeting adjourned 11:55 PM – Declared by Chair Ian Lynch
Sincerely Submitted

Angela Panaccione, BCC Assist.
Salisbury Annex Bld.
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